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ace? Two soldiers of the National Guard! Who
protected the entrance of the marble staircase lead-
ing to the royal apartments ? Two Swiss soldiers!
Why was it that the royal battalions of the National
Guard, which certainly contained trusty men, were
not ordered to defend the approaches to the palace ?

Why was it that their commander, instead of going
to rest in the rue de la Pompe, did not stay in the
palace, near his King, at the post of duty and of
honor ? Without doubt, La Payette was no traitor ;
but, like men of his political complexion, he was
absurdly optimistic, and he did not dread the danger
which lay before his eyes. He lay down in good
faith, and when he awoke from his short sleep, he
was overcome with surprise at events which any one
else would have foreseen.

At half-past five in the morning, a great number of
women suddenly made their appearance in the Place
d'Armes. Many of them went up to the first gate-
way, that leading to the Ministers' Courtyard, and
the two National Guards who were stationed there
opened the gate. The men, armed with pikes, at
once followed, and the courtyard was filled. The
crowd saw that the gate of the Princes' Courtyard
(the one leading to the middle of the palace, where
dwelt the princes of the blood) was open, and the
populace hastened thither, and entered the park by a
door at the foot of the princes' staircase. At that
moment, Marie Antoinette was awakened by the
noise beneath her windows. She rang for Madame